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Republican joining Senate race

DNLY NEWS S‘lm WRITEH

Oscar Braun, a publisher and
water quality advocate from Haif
Maon Bay, hus unofficiadly joined
the race W replace Jackic Speier ay
District 8's state senator.

Braun gaid he would file his can-

< didacy popers March 9, just u day

before the deadline, and will ron as
a Republican in a race in which the

. primary competition has been on the

Democratic side so far.
Assembly Speaker Pro Tem

§ e

Ieland Yee, D-San Fruncisco/Daly
City; former San Mateo County
Supervisor Mike Nevin; and former
Assembly member Lou Papan are
all vying for the Domocratic nod in
the heavily Democratic district,

In speaking With the Daily News,

REPUBLICAN

RS

Braun said he was approsched lnst
month by Mike DeNunzio, chair-
man of the San Frangisco Republi-
can Party, asking if Braun had ever
considered running for office.

In making some phone calls,
Braun called the business attorney,

Stan Doty, who helped incomporate
his publishing company, Oscar
Knows, Doty helped found the firm
Doty & Sundheim with Duf Sund-
heim, the current ¢hoirman of the
Culifomia_Republican Party., Two
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weeks 4ga, with the backing of the
San Francisco und Stn Mateo Coun-
ly and state Republicans, Braun
commitied 10 the race.

Braun ks & background in health
care, working for Johnson & JSohn-
son, but since 1990 he has tumed his
{ocus to water guality, founding the
nonptofit Save Our Bay Foundation
with his wife, Andrea.

Andrea Bravn writes a health Lu!-
umn [or the Daily News.

The Half Moon Bay resident is in
the process of pullmg his ‘campaign
team iogether with the help of the San
Mateo County Republican Centrul
Commitiee, but " he counts Trank

" fwiuna, the general counsel of his chir-

ftahte foundation, us a close adviser.
He will meet this Friduy with s;uﬂ'

from the Sun Mateo County Repub-
lican Central Committee about his
candiducy. Braun, a 62-year-old
San Fronciseo native, grew up in
Redwand City and Palo Allo. He
avended S1. Francis High School in
Mountain View and then went on to
Foothill Community College and
San Juse State University. Studying
husiness, finance and international

relations and having enough credits
1o graduate, he didn't altain a
degree becuuse those credits were
spread between his interests, and he
uitimately had to go to work.

The focus of his campaign will be
1he sustainnbiity of San Mateo and
Son Francisco counlies with the No.
1 issue being fire protection and the
prowction of the Helch Hetchy

——

water supply. Braun suid he didn't
consider a bid agalnst Assembly
meinher Gene Mullin, D-South Sun
Franciseo, because he wasn't asked
10 consider it.

“I'm excited, very excited. § have
o interest jn public office beyond
this one. ... T dont't aspire to move on
to lievtepant governor or Congress
or something {ike that,” Briwn said.



